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The Butte Creek Mill is located in Eagle Point, Oregon. First settled in
1851, the town was abandoned the next year due to Indian conflicts. In 1872,
a post office was established, along with a hotel, several blacksmith shops, a
general store, a merchandize store, and a warehouse. In July of 1872, construc-
tion began on the mill. The building was situated on a fairly steep bank on the
west side of the creek. There was an old irrigation ditch already on the site
that was dug deeper by horse and hand labor.

The original mill was a four-story structure with a daylight basement, the
main floor with the grinding floor and shop area, and two upper floors which
were probably used for storage. To the north of the mill building were four
square storage bins for grain.

As it stands, the main structure is essentially in original condition
with only a few minor changes. The basement has a 20" mortared stone retaining
wall along the west (street) side, with short wing walls on each side. The
structural frame is of 12" to 14" square hand hewn posts and beams, with an
elaborate system of 4" x 4" knee and x-bracing, the joinery is mortice and
tenon (and lapped), held together with oak pegs.

The grainwas brought down from the second floor through chutes (after it
had been scalped and scoured) andwas run through the stones. The flour was then
sacked. The two interior columns on the first floor have been very carefully
hewn and detailed with a chamfer. There is a shed roof in front supported by
steel rods to cover the loading dock.

The second floor originally provided storage for the c]eéned grain before
it was ground, and storage for tools and other equipment. The ‘two interior
columns on this floor are also chamfered.

The attic houses the top pulley of the belt and cup system that 1ifts the
grain to the storage bins. The 2" x 6" rough sawn rafters (24" 0.C.) are
supported near mid-span by 8" x 8" braces, at right angles to the roof pitch.
These braces support an 8" x 8" horizontal girt and rest on the floor girders.
There is a small steep ladder from the attic to the roof.

In 1912, an addition was built on the south side to provide for additional
storage space and a loading dock area. On the first floor, columns with cham-
fering similar to the original second floor are used. The roof is extended at
the same pitch. The framing uses 2" x 8" studs and 2" x 6" rafters. The siding
is about the same size, but is cut with a circular saw rather than whip-sawn as
on the original section of the mill. Large posts are used in the basement, but
the joints are nailed rather than pegged.
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Another addition was added to the north during the 1930s for frozen food
lockers and a meat cutting and packing area. Construction in this section is
similar to the earlier addition. Both the 1912 and 1930s additions are com-
patible with the original building character using similar type materials and
detailing. They provide necessary added space for the mill, but also maintain
the original architectural integrity.

The structure is in excellent condition except for a small amount of
foundation damage and dry rot. The present owner is systematically repairing
the damaged areas as needed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Butte Creek Mill is one of two remaining water-powered mills in Oregon, and
is the only mill that grinds flour (Thompson®s Mill in Shedd is water-powered,

but only grinds animal feeds).
grinding stones date back to 1872.

equipment are essentially the same as in the late 1800s.

The water rights for the mill and the French burr
The operation of the mill, the machinery and

In 1872, Adronirum John Daley chose a site on the west bank of Little Butte
Creek, approximately 20 miles northeast of Jacksonyille and 11 miles northeast of
Medford. His father, John W. Daley, Sr. and Eber Emery began construction in
July, 1872. The French burr stones and milling equipment were shipped around
the horn to Crescent City, California, and brought overland to Little Butte Creek.
(An interesting story, that has never been substantiated, surrounds the shipment
of the burr stones. Daley supposedly sent his two sons to bring the stones to

Eagle Point from Crescent City by wagon.

was killed in an Indian attack.)

The lumber for the mill was milled from a pine stand 1
The first flour was ground in August, 1873.
mill stones were replaced with roller machinery.
1893, when he sold the mill to the Holmes Brothers of Eagle Point.

4

On the return trip, one of the sons

ocated at Butte Falls.
In the latter part of the 1880s, the
A.J. Daley was miller until

The Holmes Brothers sold out to the Brandon Brothers in 1916, who operated
it until 1920 when they went out of business and Henry Campbell (an Eagle Point
The mill stood idle until 1932, when George Putman

banker) acquired the mill.
purchased the mill and water rights from Campbell's widow.

George and his son,

Ed, built a smaller addition to the north end and opened a feed store and cold

storage plant in the building.
stones and put them back into operation.
other son, Frank, took over the mill.
selling flour to many bakeries in the Willamette Valley.

Later, George found and repaired the old grinding
George and Ed passed away and George's
Frank operated the mill with great success
In 1973, Frank sold

the mill to Peter Crandall, who presently owns and operates the mill.
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n NAME

HISTORIC Snowy Butte Mill

AND/OR COMMON

B LOCATION

CITY, TOWN Eagle Point —__VICINITY OF STATE  (Qregon counTy Jackson

§) PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT Unknown DATE OF PHOTO c. 1880

NEGATIVEFILEDAT  Mapk Wuthridge, Eugene, OR

Y IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 1

Front and side of original mill building, looking NE.
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HISTORIC Snowy Butte Flour Mill
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CITY, TOWN Eagle Point ___VICINITY OF
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B PHOTO REFERENCE

pHoTo cReDIT  Mark Wuthridge, Gary Moore

NEGATIVE FILEDAT  Mark Wuthridge, Eugene, OR

pateorpHoto Nov. 1975

Y IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET
Rear elevation of mill, Tooking NW.

PHOTO NO. 2
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EJ PHOTO REFERENCE
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Interior view of mill, showing square hand-hewn framing and 4 x 4 knee bracing.
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B NAME

HISTORIC Snowy Butte Flour Mill

AND/OR COMMON

BJ LOCATION
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§J PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT Mark Wuthr‘]dge, Gary Moore DATE OF PHOTO Nov. 1975
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Rear exposure of mill, Tooking to northwest
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 6
Front of mill, looking East.
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BJ LOCATION
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[

E) PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTOCREDIT  Mark Wuthridge, Gary Moore DATROPPGINE Mo . TR0

NEGATIVEFILEDAT  Mapk Wuthridge, Eugene, OR
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 8

Front elevation of mill, showing original mill and small section of SW addition,
looking SE.
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Rear elevation of NE addition to mill, Tooking north.
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BUTTE CREEK MILL S)5f7
STONE GROUND FLOUR & CORNMEAL
BOX 561 EAGLE POINT, ORE. 97524

PHONE 826-3531

Vr., David G. Talbot

State Parks Superintendent
Highway 3Building

Salem, Oregon

97310

Dear Mr. Talbot,

I am in reciept of your letter of March 3, 1976
notifying me that my property The Butte Creek Mill, Eagle
Point, Oregon has been recommended for nomination to the
National Historical Register.

I concur with this action wholeheartedly and urge
you to expidite this matter with all diligence. The reason
for this haste is that there is presently an attempt by two
local irrigation districts, via the Oregon State Water
Resources Board, to have the 104 vear o0ld water rights of
this mill invalidated. This matter is of great concern to
me and is totally unjustified.

It seems to me that our Bicentennial Year is an appro-
piate time to put the mill on the National Register. Perhaps
this will be of significance in protecting the mill and its

water right.
Very truly yours,

P27 B il



“GATEWAY TO THE LAKES” Pt o0
<Cf2t£f Cf:llg?[é?\\jZ:27i';t Rok :; x-lz ed
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PO. Box 164 OREGON 826-4212
97524

March 9, 1976

Oregon State Highway Division
Highway Building
Salem, Oregon 97310

Attention: David G. Talbot
State Parks Superintendent

Dear Mr. Talbot,

It is with a great amount of pride and gratitude to hear that the
Butte Creek Mill, in Fagle Point, has been nominated by the State
Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation.

The City of Eagle Point is in the process of establishing a Historic
zone overlay in the area of the Butte Creek Mill and with the possib-
ility of the Butte Creek Mill becoming a Historic place will help
emphasize the need to preserve a buffer zone adjacent to this part-
icular site.

~ 4+ s~

On hoahe1f o O3t AF Dol Do + +lha s LW Q40+t
Vil oCila i+ O cne Uity of Lagle Point we wish to thank H orace

Advisory Committee and also the State Park Department for their

consideration and assistance.

It we may be of any assistance in any way, please do not hesitate

to contact us.
Sincerely, & C )

Bob G. Kimmel

Mayey '\:}4
Robert C. Moore
City Administrator



LAW Gi FICES OF

L VAN DYKE & DUBAY

FRAMK J. VAM DYKE 110 EAST SIXTH STREET

JLrMN L. DUBAY MEDFORD, ORCGON 97501
FATR'CK G. HUYCKE (503) 779-8181
SDUS .

April 1, 1976

Teeneyr of !

o< Historic Sich \ ]
Nenartment of the interior
18+h and € 1llorthwest
"Tashincton, D.C. 20005

= o

Re: Desicnation of Facle Point Mill, Facle Point, Cregon,
as a historic bhuilding.

vour attention is called to the fact that the present owners

of the Faale Point Mill, Facle Point, Orecon, 'Yir. and Mrs. FPeter

n. Crandall, are currently involved in litication hefore the Oregen
lJater Resources Director over their claimed rioht to 40 second feot
0f the waters of Little Butte Creek which runs past their nill as
against the rights of the Medford Irrication District and the Rccue
River Valley Irrication District which claim that the Crandalls are

only entitled by law to appro:ximately 23 second feet of water down
the bed of Little Butte Creek Ior the use of the Iagle Point Mill.

The merits of this lecal nroceedinc is not a matter of concern
here evcent as it points uo the fact that neither Mr. or Mrs.
Crandall, nor either of the irrication districts, should be
jnvolved in any activities which nicht affect the richts of the
other in this current lecal controversy. T+ is our urnderstandi
of Ore~non T.aw that pronerties, which arc naticnally desicnated a
historic cichts, are entitled to ce:ﬁain“;ax“adzantage: and also
are civen cexrtain nreferential richts uncer federal law. It is a
fact that Mr. Crandall, act least, has undertaken to use the redia
of radio, television and newspapers +o undertalke to advance his

cause on the orounds that it is a historic sight.

Vhile the tvo irrication districts, renresenting many thousands
of waters users and nany thousands of acres of land of the fertile
Rocque River Valley, have not wished to hecome involved in nublic
debate, or a media hattle, with reference to the resnective nerits

of the +wo nositions, the irrication districts are forced to request

the status cuo be naintained antil the current controversy is settled

by the adninistrative acency having jurisdiction. The irrigaticn
districts were unaware of the approval to this oroject given by the

CLTDO =3 &




pr. William Murtagh
April 1, 1976
Page -2-

Orecon Historic Sichts Cormission. T/hile we have no object ion
the the ultimate dg€signation, we ODDOSE the designation at present

because' of its possikle use i“ our case.

vou are therefore requested to delay a determirnation of the
designation until after the nt lecal conitroversy is concluded.
vour understanding and help: in this regard will be nost

Aannrvanintad
- - .»—-1\-/\/‘\.’1\4\4--.

Sincerely
Ve > lh . €. S
e i 7 | > L (3
<~ [ - Dt —— N _ '\- s

Trank J.YVan Dyke
of Attorneys for the Medford Irriga ation
aa District and Rogue River Valley Irrigatic
Distriet
cc: Mark O. Latfield, U. S. Senator
Rohert Packwood, U. S. Senatocr
‘James * Veaver, U. S. Congressna




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.CG. 20240 1. >

IN REPLY REFER TO:

P~

H34-PR APR 30 1 ‘

Mr. Frank J. Van Dyke
Van Dyke and DuBay

110 East Sixth Street
Medford, Oregon 97501

Dear Mr. Van Dyke:

Thank you for your letter of April 1, 1976, concerning Butte Creck Mill

in Jackson County, Eagle Point, Oregon. We have not received the nomination
forms for this property from the State of Oregon. May we suggest that you
consult the State Historic Preservation Ofificer for Oregony Mr. David Talbot,
State Parks and Recrestion, 525 Trade Street SE., Salem, Oregon 97310. The
State legal advisor will decide if the nomination at this time would have
any effect upon the pending litigation.

We are enclosing leaflets on the Hational Register and the related grantse
in-aid programe for your information. Listing in the Natiomal Register is
Federal recognition that a property possesses historic valves and is worthy
of preservation. Inclusion of a property on the Register insures that the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation is given an opportunity to review
and comment upon any undertaking licemsed, funded, or executed by a Federal
agency that may affect the property. In addition, preservation projects on
properties listed in the National Register, in accordance with an approved
State distoric Preservation Plan, can qualify for either acquisition or
development grantseineaid.

Listing has no other effect on the property; it does not affect, in any

wanner, the range of actious an owmer could take, as long as there is no
Federal involvement; and it gives no governmental unit any euthority or

control over the property, its use, or disposition.

We hope this information will be uvseful to you. If you have any additional
quections, please feel free to comsult with us.

Sincerely yours,

Lor

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the Naticnal Register

Enclosures

C Hionorable Mark O. Hatfiecld cc:ZMr. David G. Talbot
United States Senate State Parks and Recreation
Vashington, D.C. w/cy inc 525 Trade Street SE.



OREGON STATE
HIGHWAY DIVISION

525 TRADE STREET, SE » SALEM, OREGON 97310

ROBERT W. STRAUB
GOVERNOR May 3, 1976

F. B. KLABOE
Administrator and
State Highway Engineer

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper

The National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Registration
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

On the recommendation of the State Advisory Committee
on Historic Preservation, I wish to nominate the Snowy
Butte Flour Mill, Eagle Point, Jackson County, Oregon to
the National Register of Historic Places.

The current owner of the property is aware of the
nomination. The appropriate forms bearing my signature
are enclosed.

y truly your

Gty

David G. Talbot
State Parks Superintendent

RS:ko N

Enc. //,‘\/'

Form 81-734-3122



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE OREGON
Date Entered SEP 1 1976

Name Location
Snowy Butte Flour Mill Eagle Point
Jackson County

Also Notified

Hon, Mark O, Hatfield State Historic Preservation Offfcer
Hon. Bob Packwood Mr. David G. Talbot
Hon. Jim Weaver State Parks Superintendent
Regional Director, Pacific 525 Trade St. SE

Northwest Region Salem, Oregon 97310

\/ff- MMott/row 9/7/76

INT: 2950=75
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landscape/garden designer; \ artlst/artxsan
interior decorator: \\ Pulld r/contractor: 2
2
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NAMES;

et ik personal 5 ¥ -Dc‘./\% - S owner /873
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appropriate date) el
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institutional
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DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: / /& /730 {93} /€8S~ 87 (nollan

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): ,J§ /.7 - saent

o Nne-c 0'\;,,\,‘,1,7 )

SOURCE' (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL Gov"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:

ACREAGE' (to nearest tenth of an acre) /= /. 5‘
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'S IGNIFI CA NC E:(maxmum two sentences)

4

One of state's two remaining water-powered mills; machinery essentially intact

and operable.
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DATE: 4/99/7%

DOE

A NR Data S heet wwﬁﬂg i L

N @ SEP 1 1976

NAME ;s 17 arpears v FEDERAL REGISTER: Snowy Butte Flour Mill

OTHER NAMES: Butte Creek Mill (Sﬁ-&/>

LOCATIO
STREET & NUMBER ff OR 62
N & .
cv.town Eagle Point CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 4Lth
N - VICINITY OF ki
sTaTeEY (O 4 COUNTY
o . \ Jackson 029

OWNER OF PROPERTY! (Circle)\} @ STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) 1

NPS REGION: .(CIRCI..-E) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST ( PACIFIC NORTHWEST y

———

L]
FEATURES: / LNIERIOR XTERIOR TRONS
‘= Substantially intact-1l —Substantially intact-2 £ Substantially intact-3
— unknown - 4 ___unknown .-5 _.unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 _not applicable - 8 _ Not applicatle-9
3
Vi —Interior, exterior, envircns not intact-0 /
cono"lo&ﬁéxamm —DETERIORATED —YNALTERED L ORIGINAL SITE
—RUINS Z_ALTERED —MOVED
—UNEXPOSED —~Reconstructed ~Unknown
~UnexcavateAd —Excavated

ACCESS — wd/) Yes-unrestricted No access Unknown

historic district? YES .

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO
IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES /@?\)
IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE USE': YES @ Saved ? YES NO
FUNCTION(S): (use wvdcabulary words)
then- /)/4%)

noOwW- % \;/%M)

o

SIGNIFICANCE:
~ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCH'TECTURE  _RELIGION -—entertainment
€ - —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —uw/Gov't/politics _science —health
// \\ GRICULTURE —ECONOMICS ~UTERATURE -—recreation
‘\ - ) vZancrirectune \, —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALUHUMANITARIAN  _settlement
4)/ zur H ) ENGINEERING —MusIC ok —socio/cultural
{ / ) | C.COMMERCE —EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
N —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) P lanning
) —INVENTION .
Claims ,,,,4, Aemesni

%)&794/901‘/&1.((7}

“first? yes oldest?? ves D) *tonly?? @ No/% b o /7
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